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A brief note on this devotional booklet 

This past July, 20 youth and three adults from Cross of Christ           

participated in a Service Trip to Casper, Wyoming. 

This service trip greatly impacted our youth, helping us create       

community, and opening our eyes to the needs of people.  We               

participated in games, Bible studies, cooking meals, and serving in 

various ways inside and outside in the Wyoming heat. 

One of the things we did during our week away was an act of service 

for our community of faith.  From 250 miles and five months away, 

we began working on this devotional booklet now in your hands.  

Each devotion is unique.  Take time to wonder through it.  Try to read 

through each devotional more than once each day.  Allow it to sit 

with you longer than the 20 seconds or two minutes it might take to 

read.  Expand your time in contemplation, in hopefulness, in          

wandering through the recesses of your mind and soul. 

As you ponder it through this Advent season of waiting, we pray that 

God will speak in new ways into your life. 

Some of these devotions are Bible verses chosen by the youth.      

Others are poems or quotations, some written by the youth.  The 

words here were chosen with care.  Whether there is a lot of text, or 

a little, deep thought was put into this so that we may all take time to 

wonderingly wander through the season of Advent together. 

Pastor Will Johnson 

Late Fall, 2019 



Sunday, December 1, 2019 

“Then Nehemiah said to them, ‘Go your way.  Eat the fat and drink 
sweet wine and send portions to anyone who has nothing ready, for 
this day is holy to our LORD.  And do not be grieved, for the joy of the 
LORD is your strength.’” 

Once again, the Israelites had turned away from God.  They had been 
exiled from Jerusalem and the Holy Land, and had thought they 
would never be able to return.  However, once they turned back to 
God, the formerly impossible happened.  God gave the Israelites His 
strength and blessing.  They rebuilt their destroyed city, and the 
priest Ezra read the book of the law to them so that they could re-
establish themselves in God.  As he read, the people began to weep.  
They felt guilty and mournful because reading the book of the law 
made them realize how much they had sinned.  This is when and why 
Nehemiah said what he said. 

Sometimes it’s hard to connect with God’s Word because we feel 
guilty about some part of ourselves, and we want to cry just as hard 
as those early Israelites.  Sin draws us away from God, and it can 
make us feel so far away from Him.  Sometimes it’s a big sin, or a 
bunch of small sins piled on top of each other, or something else 
about ourselves that we convince ourselves is bad.  Personally I’ve 
struggled for a long time with being gay, thinking that God didn’t love 
me because of it.  That is not true for me, and it isn’t rue for you, ei-
ther.  God is love, and in Him there is no darkness of hatred or judge-
ment at all.  God made you exactly the way that you are imperfec-
tions and quirks and oddities and all.  There is nothing about you that 
God doesn’t know or adore.  The Bible’s message isn’t about guilt or 
sorrow, it’s about love.  The excitement of Advent and the joy of 
Christmas is for everyone, no matter their walk of life.  You were cre-
ated just as God planned and even when you feel miles away from 
His grace, you are closer to Him than you will ever realize. 

So wrap your gifts for others with love, set up the tree with excite-
ment, and come to church with joy, for the joy of the Lord is your 
strength.      - Sarah Hess 

Monday, December 2, 2019  

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Nothing will separate us from God— 

life,  

death,  

power,  

despair,  

past or present.   

God is with us from the beginning to the end of our days.   

If God be for us, who can be against us?  

No one.” 

- Grant Hoskins 



Wednesday, December 4, 2019  

 

 

 

 

 

“When I thought, 

 ‘My foot is slipping’, 

Your steadfast love, O Lord, held me up.   

When the cares of my heart are many, your consolations cheer my  

soul. 

He laid the path before I ever knew I needed to walk.  Through 

strange and unfamiliar territory he leads me.  In surrendering to his 

grace I have found joy.” 

- Duane Hess 

Tuesday, December 3, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Do not be anxious about anything,  

but in every situation, by prayer and petition,  

with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” 

- Paige Ziettlow 



Friday, December 6, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Though sometimes it may seem like God has abandoned us  

and all hope is lost,  

it always helps to think that even in our lowest times God is with us, 

helping us out of our valleys. 

Things get better and that’s how it is.   

Don’t fall when you have God to lean on.”   

Lamentations 3:18-24 

- Kaden Armstrong 

Thursday, December 5, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

So it’s the end of fall, and the beginning of winter.  You may be 

stressed about the holiday season, gifts to purchase, plans to make, 

Santa to see.   

But when you take a breath and look at the sky and the sun is barely 

peeking through the clouds, that is God telling you that it is time to 

take a breath and see through his eyes.   

Look at the world around you and spend some quality time with God.  

Understand that he has just as much faith in you as you have in him.   

Take a breath. 

“He caused the storm to be still, so that the waves of the sea were 

hushed.  Then they were glad because they were quiet, so He guided 

them to their desired haven.”  Psalm 107:29-30 

- Alex Brown 



Sunday, December 8, 2019 

 

Imagine a world without a Devil.   

Imagine all the people build a kingdom for everyone.   

Without war there is peace.   

“Imagine all the people living life in peace.”  

Imagine everyone giving compliments instead of judgment. 

What if everyone lived as if the world was Pangaea? 

- Bryan Brown 

 

Saturday, December 7, 2019 

“Then Jesus cried aloud: ‘Whoever believes in me believes not in me 

but in him who sent me.  And whoever sees me sees him who sent 

me.  I have come as light into the world, so that everyone who be-

lieves in me should not remain in the darkness.” John 12:44-47 

During this time of darkness we turn to God in search of light and 

guidance.  God knows that our waiting contains trials and tribula-

tions.  Our patience, our faith, and our persistence falters.  But God 

gives grace and everlasting love.  No matter your deepest thoughts 

and feelings God knows and accepts you for who you are.  Be strong. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be the light in other people’s lives. 

- Sarah Kassel 

 



Tuesday, December 10, 2019 

 

When the darkness closes in...Just listen… 

 

 

 

Think with your mind, feel with your heart.  Use both evenly.  Don’t 

use one more than the other. 

 

 

 

All we can do is use the time that is given to us. 

 

 

 

Smile...just smile...no fakes, no pretends. 

 

 

 

Be kind. 

 

- Dora Delgado-Kemp 

Monday, December 9, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

“’I am the good shepherd; I know my own sheep, and they know me, 

just as my Father knows me and I know the Father.   

So I sacrifice my life for the sheep.   

I have other sheep, too, that are not in this sheepfold.   

I must bring them also.   

They will listen to my voice, and there will be one flock with one 

shepherd.’” John 10:14-16 

During the rest of Advent, we should all try to be the “Good Shep-

herds” of Jesus in our communities by bringing in everyone, no ex-

ceptions.  If we do this, and prepare everyone for the coming of Je-

sus, we can show them the light of God that we see each year on 

Christmas. 

- Lauren Elvington 

 



Wednesday, December 11, 2019 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns 

in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear. 

O come, O Wisdom from on high, embracing all things far and nigh: in 

strength and beauty come and stay; teach us you will and guide our 

way. 

O come, O come, O Lord of might, as to your tribes on Sinai’s height, 

in ancient times you gave the law, in cloud, and majesty, and awe. 

O come, O branch of Jesse, free your own from Satan’s tyranny; from 

depths of hell your people save, and give them vict’ry o’er the grave. 

O come, O Key of David, come, and open wide of heav’nly home; 

make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery. 

O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer; O Sun of justice, now draw 

near. Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadow 

put to flight. 

O come, O King of nations, come, O Cornerstone that binds in one: 

refresh the hearts that long for you; restore the broken, make us 

new. 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns 

in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

 
 
 
 
 
Text:  Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. Composite 
Music: French processional, 15th century 
Text sts. 2,6,7 ©1997 Augsburg Fortress  

Thursday, December 12, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

The past has haunted me.  It has hurt me so much.  I have lost some 

of the most important and loving people in my life.   

Trying to find myself, and how to move on from the amount of loss I 

suffered from my friend Jordyn, two of my grandmothers, and my 

aunt.  My family was also very hurt by this loss during this year.   

But I have become a stronger person.  My family grew strong as well.  

We have grown from our grief and not let the past control us and to 

look for the future.  I treasure the memories of the ones I lost, and 

use those memories to inspire me today.   

I will look to the future with the hope of my friends and family being 

with me by my side. 

- Rae-Ana Abrams 



Saturday, December 14, 2019 

“A voice says, ‘Cry out.’  

And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’  

‘All people are like grass, and all their faithfulness is like the flowers 

of the field.’” 

- Samantha Gillogly 

 

 

Friday, December 13, 2019 

 
 
 
 

I will leave you never 
Through and through, ups and downs 

I am there forever 
Even though days make you frown. 

 
You are full of silly thoughts and you are clever 

You are amazing but you will fail 
I am there forever 

You are you and I lead you on your trail. 
 

Have faith for you can go wherever 
Have hope for you will do what is called 

I am there forever 
Have joy for you will not be stalled. 

 
You will meet whoever 
You will do great things 

I am there forever 
You will be free with wings. 

 
“I lift my eyes to the hills.  From where will my help come?  My help 
comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.” Psalm 121:1-2 
 

- Carter Sevier 
 



Monday, December 16, 2019 

 

 

 

 

Jesus is coming 
He is our Lord and Savior 

He comes to forgive. 
 

The Lord is with you 
Stay strong through all the hard times. 

You are loved so much. 
 

Fill your life with joy 
No matter what’s happening 

Just stay positive. 
 

Wait in peacefulness 
Stay calm in silence with God 

He is there with you. 
 

- Jacob Hofer 
 

 

Sunday, December 15, 2019 

 

 

I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart,  

down in my heart to stay. 

I had the most amazing opportunity to serve alongside our youth this 

past July for the Mission Trip to Casper, WY. The privilege I had to 

witness our Cross of Christ youth serve the community of Casper was 

inspirational and life-changing. 

When I attended Sunday morning worship after returning from the 

trip we sang the above tune.  I almost jumped up during the song, 

wanting to shout out, “That’s it! I have a deep, profound joy in my 

heart from having the opportunity to have served alongside our 

smart, fun, courageous, kind, compassionate, loving youth!” 

In a world that at times can seem unsettled, hurting, and chaotic, I 

am here to assure you that the Holy Spirit is working through and 

with the youth.  Our world is in capable, loving hands as God works 

through our youth. 

Let’s all take great hope and JOY in this! 

- Sue Carter 

 
 



Wednesday, December 18, 2019 

“’I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life.’” John 8:12 

When I got confirmed, my grandparents gave me a cross which had 

John 8:12 written on it.  Later when my grandmother passed, at her 

funeral one of the Bible quotes was John 8:12.  I have that cross hung 

over my desk, and it is a constant remind of her, and God’s love. 

- Nathan Craft 

 

 

 

Tuesday, December 17, 2019 

Each Winter As the Year Grows Older 

Each winter as the year grows older, we each grow older, too.  The 

chill sets in a little colder; the verities we knew seem shaken and un-

true. 

When race and class cry out for treason, when sirens call for war, 

they overshout the voice of reason and scream till we ignore all we 

held dear before. 

Yet I believe beyond believing that life can spring from death, that 

growth can flower from our grieving, that we can catch our breath 

and turn transfixed by faith. 

So even as the sun is turning to journey to the north, the living flame, 

in secret burning, can kindle on the earth and bring God’s love to 

birth. 

O Child of ecstasy and sorrows, O Prince of peace and pain, brighten 

today’s world by tomorrow’s, renew our lives again; Lord Jesus, come 

and reign! 

 

Text: William Gay, b. 1920, alt. 

Music: Annabeth Gay, b. 1925 

 



Friday, December 20, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under 

heaven.” Ecclesiastes 3:1 

- Maggie Peck 

 

Thursday, December 19, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- Sarah Hoskins 

 



Sunday, December 22, 2019 

Waiting is hard. 
 It’s been three full weeks now, 
 This journey to the end of Advent 
 This pilgrimage to Christ. 
 
Waiting is hard 
 Especially for us in this day 
 We fill our sentences with “um” and “like” and “really” 
 We fill our emptiness with unrealistic expectations. 
 
Waiting is hard 
 Maybe even more now 
 For we know how this story ends 
 And how the end is anything but that. 
 
Waiting is hard 
 But in waiting we can look back and see where we’ve been 
 And who we’ve been 
 And who we are. 
 
Waiting is hard 
 For us, surely, but also for God 
 Waiting to come, waiting for us to see and believe,  
 Waiting for deepened relationship, our time, our presence. 
 
Waiting is hard 
 The journey of waiting is worth it 
 The love, joy, peace, and hope is worth it 
 The Messiah who comes is worth it. 
 And God thinks we’re worth it, too. 
 

- Pastor Will 
 

Saturday, December 21, 2019 

 

 

 

When you have more than enough, build a  

BIGGER TABLE  

   not a  

    higher fence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- Malachi Lofton 



Tuesday, December 24, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“For I am convinced that neither life nor death, neither angels nor 

demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither 

height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to sep-

arate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  

Romans 8:38-39 

 

“If we find ourselves with a desire that nothing in this world can satis-

fy, the most probable explanation is that we were made for another 

world.” C.S Lewis 

- Colin Gillogly 

Monday, December 23, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience.  Bear with 

one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive 

each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must for-

give.  Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything 

together in perfect harmony.” Colossians 3:12-14 

- Brune Armstrong 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you—for your support of the youth and family minis-

try at Cross of Christ.  You help make this ministry happen.  

You give our church a hope and a future.  May the waiting of 

this season increase the joy of the morning of Christmas.  

And may God bless you and all who are yours in this season. 

Wednesday, December 25, 2019 

 
Luke 2:1-20 “In those days Caesar Augustus…” 
 
Every Christmas as I child, I can recall our family gathering together at 
home following Christmas Eve worship at church. As kids, we would 
sit as close to the tree as humanly possible without actually touching 
or sitting on the presents underneath it. Mom would pull out the big 
Bible and we’d fight over who would be given the responsibility of 
reading Luke 2:1-20. We’d be so excited, reading would be nearly im-
possible as we’d stutter and stammer over the easiest of words.  
 
It was our family tradition to read of the Birth of Jesus as told in the 
book of Luke before opening presents from each other. It was our 
family’s way of connecting the presence of Christ with the presents 
of life. After reading of Christ’s birth, the presents under the tree alt-
hough cherished and highly enjoyed, seemed insignificant. We had 
already received the greatest gift; the presence of Christ, no gift 
could ever compare to that! 
 

Father God, Thank you for giving us the ultimate gift. A gift that truly 

gives without ending. Give us strength to share this gift! Amen. 

- Laura Anderson 


