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PRELUDE  
Eternal Father, Strong to Save arr. John Carter 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.  
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
whose steadfast love is everlasting,  
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.  
Amen.  
 
Trusting the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.  
 
Reconciling God, we confess that we do not trust your abundance,  
and we deny your presence in our lives.  
We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts.  
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.  
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.  
We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us.  
We sin in thought, word, and deed.  
By your grace, forgive us;  
through your love, renew us;  
and in your Spirit, lead us;  
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life.  
Amen.  
 
Beloved of God,  
by the radical abundance of divine mercy 
we have peace with God, through ☩ Christ Jesus,  
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.  
Our sins are forgiven.  
Let us live now in hope.  
For hope does not disappoint,  
because God's love has been poured into our hearts  
through the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

ATHERING
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OPENING HYMN  
There’s a Wilderness in God’s Mercy 

 
 
GREETING 
May grace, mercy, and peace of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
Assistant:  In peace, in peace…. 
 
Refrain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Verses 
Assistant:  For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the unity of all ...  
(to refrain) 
 
Assistant:  For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the strength to live your 
word ... (to refrain) 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
Refrain 

 
Verse 1 

 
 Continued on next page… 
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Verse 2 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count the cost, to fight 
and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and not to ask for reward, 
except that of knowing that we do your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
 
 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME   
Rise and Shine 
 Rise and shine and give God the glory, glory. 
 Rise and shine and give God the glory, glory. 

Rise and shine and give God the glory, glory. 
Children of the Lord. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Pastor Will Johnson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ORD
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FIRST READING Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 
The reading is from the book of Genesis. 
 

So he said, “I am Abraham’s servant. The Lord has greatly blessed my master, and he has 
become wealthy; he has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, male and female slaves, 
camels and donkeys. And Sarah my master’s wife bore a son to my master when she was old; and 
he has given him all that he has. My master made me swear, saying, ‘You shall not take a wife 
for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I live; but you shall go to my 
father’s house, to my kindred, and get a wife for my son.’  

“I came today to the spring, and said, ‘O Lord, the God of my master Abraham, if now you 
will only make successful the way I am going! I am standing here by the spring of water; let the 
young woman who comes out to draw, to whom I shall say, “Please give me a little water from 
your jar to drink,” and who will say to me, “Drink, and I will draw for your camels also” —let 
her be the woman whom the Lord has appointed for my master’s son.’ “Before I had finished 
speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah coming out with her water jar on her shoulder; and she 
went down to the spring, and drew. I said to her, ‘Please let me drink.’ She quickly let down her 
jar from her shoulder, and said, ‘Drink, and I will also water your camels.’ So I drank, and she 
also watered the camels. Then I asked her, ‘Whose daughter are you?’ She said, ‘The daughter of 
Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to him.’ So I put the ring on her nose, and the bracelets 
on her arms. Then I bowed my head and worshiped the Lord, and blessed the Lord, the God of 
my master Abraham, who had led me by the right way to obtain the daughter of my master’s 
kinsman for his son. Now then, if you will deal loyally and truly with my master, tell me; and if 
not, tell me, so that I may turn either to the right hand or to the left.”  

And they called Rebekah, and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” She said, “I 
will.” So they sent away their sister Rebekah and her nurse along with Abraham’s servant and his 
men. And they blessed Rebekah and said to her, “May you, our sister, become thousands of 
myriads; may your offspring gain possession of the gates of their foes.” Then Rebekah and her 
maids rose up, mounted the camels, and followed the man; thus the servant took Rebekah, and 
went his way.  Now Isaac had come from Beer-lahai-roi, and was settled in the Negeb. Isaac went 
out in the evening to walk in the field; and looking up, he saw camels coming. And Rebekah 
looked up, and when she saw Isaac, she slipped quickly from the camel, and said to the servant, 
“Who is the man over there, walking in the field to meet us?” The servant said, “It is my master.” 
So she took her veil and covered herself. And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had 
done. Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent. He took Rebekah, and she became his 
wife; and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death. 
 

God speaks to us in many ways.  
You reach out to us in your spoken word. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
The Gospel according to Matthew, the 11th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

“But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and 
calling to one another, ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you 
did not mourn.’ For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the 
Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of 
tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 
 
At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden 
these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for 
such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one 
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to 
whom the Son chooses to reveal him. “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON Pastor Will Johnson 
Hector the Collector 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 
How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord  
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 Born of the virgin Mary, 

Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 And he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 The holy catholic church, 
 The communion of saints, 
 The forgiveness of sins, 
 The resurrection of the body, 
 And the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
Prayer Response: 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.  
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always 
And also with you. 
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OFFERING OF GIFTS AND MUSIC 
We invite you to give online at www.cross-of-christ.org/give or through texting at 1-866-601-2815 with 
$(amount). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING SONG 
I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say text: Horatius Bonar 
 music: English folk tune, arr. Andrew Halladay 
 
1 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
 "Come unto me and rest; 
 lay down, O weary one, lay down 
 your head upon my breast." 
 I came to Jesus as I was, 
 so weary, worn, and sad; 
 I found in him a resting-place, 
 and he has made me glad. 
 

2 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
 "Behold, I freely give 
 the living water, thirsty one; 
 stoop down and drink and live." 
 I came to Jesus, and I drank 
 of that life-giving stream; 

my thirst was quenched, my soul 
revived, 

 and now I live in him. 
 

3 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
 "I am this dark world's light; 
 look unto me, your morn shall rise, 
 and all your day be bright." 
 I looked to Jesus, and I found 
 in him my star, my sun; 
 and in that light of life I'll walk 
 till trav'ling days are done. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

EAL

We are Marked by the Cross of Christ. Jesus says, “Come Follow Me.” 
(Mark 1:17). Through your generosity, we are able to continue to 
support our Giving Ministries, including our online giving resources. 
Thank you.  
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
God of goodness and growth,  
all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. Water and word, wine and 
bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Nourish us through these gifts, that we might 
proclaim your steadfast love in our communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our 
strength and our song.  
Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All are welcome at Jesus’ table.  He gives of himself in the bread and wine, and invites us to 
receive it for the forgiveness of sin.  We invite you to share in your homes the sacrament of the 
Lord’s table.   
 
Say the Words of Institution and then the Words of Distribution 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: “This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
 
WORDS OF DISTRIBUTION 
Give to one another the bread, “Body of Christ given for you.”   
Give to one another the wine, “Blood of Christ shed for you.” 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 Hallowed be thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done, 
  On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 As we forgive those  
  Who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 But deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
 And the power, and the glory, 
 Forever and ever. Amen 
 
BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ bless you and keep you always in God’s 
grace.   
Amen. 
 
PRAYER 
God of the welcome table,  
in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have been united by your presence among us. 
Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so that we may share your neighborly love with 
all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life.  
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,  
nor things present, nor things to come,  
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,  
nor anything else in all creation,  
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.  
 
God, the creator,☩ Jesus,  
the Christ, and the Holy Spirit,  
the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  
Amen. 

ENDING
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CLOSING HYMN 
We’ve Come This Far by Faith Proclaim 
 
Refrain - All 
 We've come this far by faith, 
 leaning on the Lord; 
 trusting in his holy word, 
 he's never failed us yet. 
 Oh, can't turn around, 
 we've come this far by faith. 
 We've come this far by faith. 
 
Leader 

Just remember 
 the good things God has done, 
 things that seemed impossible; 
 oh, praise him for the vict'ries he has won. 
 Oh!  Refrain 
 
Leader 

Don't be discouraged 
 with trouble in your life; 
 he'll bear your burdens, 
 and move all the discord and strife. 
 Oh!  Refrain 
 
Text: Albert A. Goodson, 1883-1947 
Text © 1965, ren. 1993 by Manna Music, Inc., 35255 Brooten Road, Pacific City, OR 97135. All Rights 
Reserved. Used by permission. (ASCAP) 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
 
SENDING 
Go in peace, Christ is sending you.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
March   B. Yarnold 
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