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PRELUDE 
Chorale and Variation Johann Pachelbel 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.  
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation.  
Amen.  
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 
Faithful God,  
have mercy on us.  
We confess that we are captive to sin  
and cannot free ourselves.  
We turn from your loving embrace  
and go our own ways.  
We pass judgment on one another  
before examining ourselves. 
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors.  
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.  
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions,  
and turn us again to life in you  
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen.  
 
God hears the cries of all who call out in need,  
and through his death and resurrection,  
Christ has made us his own.  
Hear the truth that God proclaims:  
Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ.  
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness  
to do God's work in the world.  
Amen. 
 

ATHERING
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OPENING HYMN   
I Love to Tell the Story  
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GREETING 
May grace, mercy, and peace of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome 
them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME   
Rise and Shine 
 Rise and shine and give God the glory, glory. 
 Rise and shine and give God the glory, glory. 

Rise and shine and give God the glory, glory. 
Children of the Lord. 

 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Pastor Will Johnson 
 
 

ORD
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FIRST READING Exodus 17: 1 - 7 
The reading is from the book of Exodus. 
 
From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as 
the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to 
drink. The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, 
“Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” But the people thirsted there for 
water; and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, 
to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall 
I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead 
of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with 
which you struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. 
Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the 
sight of the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites 
quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?” 
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING Philippians 2: 1 - 13 
The reading is from the book of Philippians. 
 
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, 
any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same 
love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, 
but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though 
he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but 
emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in 
human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death - even death on a 
cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much 
more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who 
is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 21: 23 - 32 
The Gospel according to Matthew, the 21st chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was 
teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 
authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then 
I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, 
or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will 
say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid 
of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And 
he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
 
“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the 
vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father 
went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of 
the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, 
the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John 
came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and 
the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and  
believe him. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON Pastor Will Johnson 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 
Change My Heart, O God 

  
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 Born of the virgin Mary, 

Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 And he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 The holy catholic church, 
 The communion of saints, 
 The forgiveness of sins, 
 The resurrection of the body, 
 And the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Prayer Response  
Lord, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always 
And also with you. 
 
 
 

 
OFFERING OF GIFTS AND MUSIC 
We invite you to give online at www.cross-of-christ.org/give or through texting at 1-866-601-2815 with 
$(amount). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING MUSIC Kathleen Briscoe 
Just a Closer Walk with Thee Price/Besig 
 
When there are shadows all around me, and the sky above seems dark and gray, Lord, protect me; 
be my light and be my guide, and stay with me ev’ry day. When I am lonely and down-hearted, 
and there’s no one there to understand, Lord, remind me that I’m never all alone. Please come 
now and take my hand. Just a closer walk with Thee, O Lord, gives me all the strength I need. 
Take my heart and set me free. Stay beside me, Lord, walk with me. When I am worried and 
uncertain, and I start to fall or lose my way, Lord, forgive me for my doubts and all my fears, and 
lead me back when I stray. Grant me the wisdom, grant me courage to be ev’rything I’m meant 
to be. Help and guide me through the darkness to the light, and Lord, give me faith to believe. 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Blessed are you, O God, make of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good 
creation. Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send 
us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
 

EAL

“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each of you 
should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly 
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 
       2 Corinthians 9: 6 - 8 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All are welcome at Jesus’ table.  He gives of himself in the bread and wine, and invites us to 
receive it for the forgiveness of sin.  We invite you to share in your homes the sacrament of the 
Lord’s table.   
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: “This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 Hallowed be thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done, 
  On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 As we forgive those  
  Who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 But deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
 And the power, and the glory, 
 Forever and ever. Amen 
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WORDS OF DISTRIBUTION 
Give to one another the bread, “Body of Christ given for you.”   
Give to one another the wine, “Blood of Christ shed for you.” 
 
BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ bless you and keep you always in God’s 
grace.   
Amen. 
 
PRAYER 
We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, 
the body and blood of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved 
vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of the same 
Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
Father, ☩ Son and the Holy Spirit,  
bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.  
Amen. 
  

ENDING
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CLOSING HYMN  
Hallelujah (Your Love is Amazing) Brenton Brown & Brian Doerksen 
 
Your love is amazing 
Steady and unchanging 
Your love is a mountain 
Firm beneath my feet 
Your love is a myst'ry 
How You gently lift me 
When I am surrounded 
Your love carries me 
 
Hallelujah hallelujah hallelujah 
Your love makes me sing 
Hallelujah hallelujah hallelujah 
Your love makes me sing 
 
Your love is surprising 
I can feel it rising 
All the joy that's growing 
Deep inside of me 
Ev'ry time I see You 
All Your goodness shines through 
I can feel this God song 
Rising up in me 
 
Yes You make me sing 
Lord You make me sing sing sing 
How You make me sing 
 
Lord You make me sing 
How You make me sing 
 
CCLI Song # 3091812 
Brenton Brown | Brian Doerksen 
• © 2000 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire) (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music, David C Cook)) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 2257154 

 
SENDING 
Go in peace, Christ is sending you. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
Recessional Gordon Young 
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