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Marked with the Cross of Christ: All One in 2021 Sunday
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ATHERING
PRELUDE
Deck Thyself, My Soul With Gladness

Johannes Brahms

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Holy One,
we confess that we are not awake for you.
We are not faithful in using your gifts.
We forget the least of our siblings.
We do not see your beautiful image in one another.
We are infected by sin
that divides your beloved community.
Open our hearts to your coming,
open our eyes to see you in our neighbor,
open our hands to serve your creation.
Amen.
Beloved, we are God’s children,
And Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us.
Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven,
By Jesus you are welcome,
In Jesus you are called to rejoice!
Let us live in the promises prepared for us
From the foundation of the world.
Amen.
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OPENING HYMN
The Church of Christ in Every Age
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GREETING
May grace, mercy, and peace of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you give us all
that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the
day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

ORD
CHILDREN’S TIME
Jesus Loves Me
Jesus loves me, this I know
For the Bible tells me so
Little ones to him belong
I am weak, but he is strong
Yes, Jesus loves me (x3)
The Bible tells me so.
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Pastor Kathleen Armstrong

FIRST LESSON
The reading is from the book of 1 Thessalonians.

1 Thessalonians 5: 1-11

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything
written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief
in the night. When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come
upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you,
beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of
light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness.
So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep,
sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us
be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For
God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who
died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him.
Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL LESSON
The Gospel according to Matthew, the 25th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Matthew 25:14 - 30

“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to
them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability.
Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with
them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two
more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground
and hid his master’s money. After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts
with them. Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more
talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more
talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your
master.’ And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over
to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good
and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many
things; enter into the joy of your master.’ Then the one who had received the one talent also came
forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and
gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the
ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You
knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought
to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was
my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For
to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who
have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him
into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON

Pastor Kathleen Armstrong
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HYMN OF THE DAY
O Cross of Christ

Proclaim & Soli Dei
Andrew Halladay

In honor of Cross of Christ Lutheran Church’s 25th anniversary of ministry.
Refrains: assembly

Verse 1: Soli Dei
Your waters, our vitality, have lead our people free,
And saved us from fatality, and nourished land and tree.
Creation heard God’s voice divine, awoke the world alive.
In baptism we mark the sign, in cleansing streams revive. To Refrain 2
Verse 2: Proclaim
Communion with the Lord of all, we leave ourselves behind,
No longer greater or the small, our variance unbind;
We live and love as one in Christ, we gladly serve God’s call.
Our time and treasures sacrificed, till no hardships befall. To Refrain 3
Verse 3: Proclaim and Soli Dei
From generations green to wise, through centuries of days,
God’s kingdom will eternal rise with our unending praise.
Our call to be God’s hands remains—and boldly follow through!
We give our thanks in roaring strains; rejoice what we must do. To Refrain 4
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
Born of the virgin Mary,
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
Was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven,
He is seated at the right hand of the Father,
And he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy catholic church,
The communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
The resurrection of the body,
And the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Prayer Response
Hear us O God,
Your mercy is great.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always
And also with you.
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EAL
OFFERING OF GIFTS AND MUSIC
We invite you to give online at www.cross-of-christ.org/give or through texting at 1-866-601-2815 with
$(amount).

OFFERING MUSIC

Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love

Refrain
Jesu, Jesu,
fill us with your love,
show us how to serve
the neighbors we have from you.
1 Kneels at the feet of his friends,
silently washes their feet,
master who acts as a slave to them. Refrain
2 Neighbors are wealthy and poor,
varied in color and race,
neighbors are near us and far away. Refrain
3 These are the ones we will serve,
these are the ones we will love;
all these are neighbors to us and you. Refrain
4 Kneel at the feet of our friends,
silently washing their feet:
this is the way we will live with you. Refrain
Text: Tom Colvin, 1925-2000, alt.
Text © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
God of all goodness,
generations have turned to you, gathered around your table, and shared your abundant blessings.
Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance, and give thanks for
your rich blessings, we may feast upon your very self and care for all that you have made, through
Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant.
Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All are welcome at Jesus’ table. He gives of himself in the bread and wine, and invites us to
receive it for the forgiveness of sin. We invite you to share in your homes the sacrament of the
Lord’s table.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: “This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.”
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those
Who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
And the power, and the glory,
Forever and ever. Amen
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WORDS OF DISTRIBUTION
Give to one another the bread, “Body of Christ given for you.”
Give to one another the wine, “Blood of Christ shed for you.”
COMMUNION MUSIC
Blest Be the Tie that Binds

arr. Mark Hayes

BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ bless you and keep you always in God’s
grace.
Amen.
PRAYER
Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the journey, strengthen us
to care for the least of your beloved children, and give us glad and generous hearts as we meet
you on the way.
Amen.

ENDING
BENEDICTION
May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service,
give you reason to rejoice and be glad!
The blessing of God, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and the Spirit,
be with you today and always.
Amen.

15

CLOSING HYMN
God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending
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SENDING
Beloved of God,
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
Canzonetta

George Handel
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