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November 29, 2020
First Sunday of Advent
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ATHERING
PRELUDE
Noel: Une Vierge Pucelle

Nicholas LeBugue, arr., Dennis Elliot

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
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OPENING HYMN
Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers
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GREETING
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,
our Prince of Peace,
our mighty God, our Wonderful Counselor,
Emmanuel, God with us,
who is, and was, and is to come.
Amen.
ADVENT WREATH INTRODUCTION
In the ancient world, various peoples lit fires to mark the turning of the light into winter’s season
and to pray for the return of the light. The church has Christianized that practice in the lighting
of the Advent wreath. To us, these candles are signs of the growing light of Christ who is coming
again in all fullness into the darkness of our world. Until the dawning of that Great Day, we
watch and wait in Holy Spirit for Christ’s coming into the darkness of our world, lighting candles
of faith, peace, new life, and love; and remembering the promises of God with prayer.
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH– EMMANUEL: GOD WITH US IN FAITH
Kassel Family
ADVENT WREATH HYMN
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Stir up your people, Lord God, with your advent among us. Open the doors that keep our hearts
from loving, and teach us your way of life and love by living among us. Send yourself to end our
exile, that we may set our neighbors free. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

ORD
CHILDREN’S TIME
Away in a Manger
Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;
the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Pastor Will Johnson

FIRST LESSON
The reading is from the book of Isiah.

Isaiah 64: 1-9

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would quake at
your presence— as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil— to make your
name known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your presence! When you
did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your
presence. From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides
you, who works for those who wait for him. You meet those who gladly do right, those who
remember you in your ways. But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we
transgressed.
We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.
We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. There is no one who calls
on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have
delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and
you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, and
do not remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we are all your people.
God comes to us in the word.
God comes to us where we are.

5

PSALM
The reading is from the book of Psalms.

Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,
you who lead Joseph like a flock!
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth
before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh.
Stir up your might,
and come to save us!
Restore us, O God;
let your face shine, that we may be saved.
O LORD God of hosts,
how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers?
You have fed them with the bread of tears,
and given them tears to drink in full measure.
You make us the scorn of our neighbors;
our enemies laugh among themselves.
Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine, that we may be saved.
But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand,
the one whom you made strong for yourself.
Then we will never turn back from you;
give us life, and we will call on your name.
Restore us, O LORD God of hosts;
let your face shine, that we may be saved.
God comes to us in the word.
God comes to us where we are.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
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GOSPEL LESSON
The Gospel according to Mark, the 13th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Mark 13: 24 - 37

“But in those days, after that suffering,
the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light,
and the stars will be falling from heaven,
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.
Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then he will
send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the
ends of heaven.
“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves,
you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he
is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things
have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the
Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going
on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and
commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when
the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or
else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep
awake.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON

Pastor Will Johnson
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HYMN OF THE DAY
Come Emmanuel

Proclaim
Sue C. Smith & David Moffitt

Come O come Emmanuel
Holy One Deliverer Redeemer
Free us from our darkness
And lead us to Your light
Lord we need the hope
That only You can give
You can give
(So) come O come Emmanuel
Come O come Emmanuel
Come O come Emmanuel
You alone will be the One we worship
Make Your home among us
And fill us with Your love
With our songs and praises
We invite You in
We invite You in
O Come O come Emmanuel
Come O come Emmanuel
CCLI Song # 3413311
David Moffitt | Sue C. Smith
 © 2001 New Spring (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.)
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 2257154
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
Born of the virgin Mary,
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
Was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven,
He is seated at the right hand of the Father,
And he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy catholic church,
The communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
The resurrection of the body,
And the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Prayer Response
Hear us O God,
Your mercy is great.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always
And also with you.

EAL
OFFERING OF GIFTS AND MUSIC
We invite you to give online at www.cross-of-christ.org/give or through texting at 1-866-601-2815 with
$(amount).
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OFFERING MUSIC
Prepare the Royal Highway

Andrew Halladay

1 Prepare the royal highway;
the King of kings is near!
Let ev'ry hill and valley
a level road appear!
Then greet the King of glory,
foretold in sacred story:
Refrain
Hosanna to the Lord,
for he fulfills God's word!
2 God's people, see him coming:
your own eternal king!
Palm branches strew before him!
Spread garments! Shout and sing!
God's promise will not fail you!
No more shall doubt assail you! Refrain
3 Then fling the gates wide open
to greet your promised king!
Your king, yet ev'ry nation
its tribute too may bring.
All lands will bow before him;
their voices join your singing: Refrain
4 His is no earthly kingdom;
it comes from heav'n above.
His rule is peace and freedom
and justice, truth, and love.
So let your praise be sounding
for kindness so abounding: Refrain
Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
The three and four year olds and their parents have been meeting with Pastor Kathy in their
Together in Faith Class learning about how we talk to God through prayer. This morning the
three and four year old will be leading the offertory prayer and saying what they are thankful to
God for.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted
your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

14

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All are welcome at Jesus’ table. He gives of himself in the bread and wine, and invites us to
receive it for the forgiveness of sin. We invite you to share in your homes the sacrament of the
Lord’s table.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: “This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.”
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those
Who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
And the power, and the glory,
Forever and ever. Amen
WORDS OF DISTRIBUTION
Give to one another the bread, “Body of Christ given for you.”
Give to one another the wine, “Blood of Christ shed for you.”
COMMUNION MUSIC
Of the Father’s Love Begotten

arr. John Carter
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BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ bless you and keep you always in God’s
grace.
Amen.
PRAYER
Gracious and abundant God, you have done great things for us, and we rejoice. In this bread and
cup you give us life forever. In your boundless mercy, strengthen us and open our hearts to the
world’s needs, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

ENDING
BENEDICTION
The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting,
the long-expected Savior fill you with love,
the unexpected Spirit guide your journey,
☩ now and forever.
Amen.

16

CLOSING HYMN
Blessed Be the God of Israel
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Dismissal
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
God Rest You Merry Gentlemen

Gordon Young
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