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December 20, 2020
Fourth Sunday of Advent
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ATHERING
PRELUDE
Noel

Claude Daquin

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
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OPENING HYMN
People, Look East
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GREETING
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
our Prince of Peace,
our mighty God, our Wonderful Counselor,
Emmanuel, God with us,
who is, and was, and is to come. Amen.
ADVENT WREATH INTRODUCTION
In the ancient world, various peoples lit fires to mark the turning of the light into winter’s season
and to pray for the return of the light. The church has Christianized that practice in the lighting
of the Advent wreath. To us, these candles are signs of the growing light of Christ who is coming
again in all fullness into the darkness of our world. Until the dawning of that Great Day, we
watch and wait in Holy Spirit for Christ’s coming into the darkness of our world, lighting candles
of faith, peace, new life, and love; and remembering the promises of God with prayer.
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH – EMMANUEL: GOD WITH US IN LOVE
Gillies Family
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ADVENT WREATH HYMN
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Stir up your power, Lord Christ and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the
sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all the
world, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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CHILDREN’S TIME
Away in a Manger
Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;
the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Pastor Kathleen Armstrong

FIRST LESSON
The reading is from the book of Luke.

Luke 1: 46b -55

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has
looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call
me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is
for those who fear him from generation to generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he
has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from
their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich
away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the
promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”
God comes to us in the word.
God comes to us where we are.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

GOSPEL LESSON
The Gospel according to Luke, the 1st chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Luke 1: 26-38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was
Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said
to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be
born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age
has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing
will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with
me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON
Emmanuel: God with us in Love

Pastor Kathleen Armstrong
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HYMN OF THE DAY
Comfort, Comfort Now My People
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
Born of the virgin Mary,
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
Was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven,
He is seated at the right hand of the Father,
And he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy catholic church,
The communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
The resurrection of the body,
And the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Prayer Response
Hear us O God,
Your mercy is great.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always
And also with you.

EAL
OFFERING OF GIFTS AND MUSIC
We invite you to give online at www.cross-of-christ.org/give or through texting at 1-866-601-2815 with
$(amount).

OFFERING MUSIC
The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came

Barbara Wollan, soprano
arr. David Willcocks
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
Generous God,
you have created all that is,
all you provide for us in every season.
Bless all that we offer,
that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing.
In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray.
Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted
your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All are welcome at Jesus’ table. He gives of himself in the bread and wine, and invites us to
receive it for the forgiveness of sin. We invite you to share in your homes the sacrament of the
Lord’s table.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: “This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.”
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those
Who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
And the power, and the glory,
Forever and ever. Amen
WORDS OF DISTRIBUTION
Give to one another the bread, “Body of Christ given for you.”
Give to one another the wine, “Blood of Christ shed for you.”
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COMMUNION MUSIC
It Came Upon a Midnight Clear

arr. Jim Brickman

BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ bless you and keep you always in God’s
grace.
Amen.
PRAYER
Gracious and abundant God, you have done great things for us, and we rejoice. In this bread and
cup you give us life forever. In your boundless mercy, strengthen us and open our hearts to the
world’s needs, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

ENDING

BENEDICTION
The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting,
the long-expected Savior fill you with love,
the unexpected Spirit guide your journey,
☩ now and forever.
Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN
Christ Be Our Light

Bernadette Farrell

Dismissal
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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POSTLUDE
From Heaven Above to Earth I Come

Gordon Young
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