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Second Week of Christmas
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ATHERING
PRELUDE
The Shepherds at the Manger

Franz List, arr by E. Power Biggs

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
MISSION MOMENT

Paula Burky, Outreach
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OPENING HYMN
Joy to the World

GREETING
Good Christian friends, rejoice!
From realms of glory, angels sing.
From fields, keeping their watch by night, shepherds arrive.
Bearing gifts, wise people travel from afar.
And we too have come to the manger to see the newborn King.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your grace
empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

ORD
CHILDREN’S TIME
Away in a Manger
Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;
the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Pastor Will Johnson

FIRST LESSON
The reading is from the book of Jeremiah.

Jeremiah 31:7 - 14

For thus says the Lord: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the
nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O Lord, your people, the remnant of Israel.” See,
I am going to bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from the farthest parts of
the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with child and those in labor, together; a great
company, they shall return here. With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead
them back, I will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not
stumble; for I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.
Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away; say, “He who
scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.” For the Lord has
ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. They shall come and sing
aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord, over the
grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; their life shall become
like a watered garden, and they shall never languish again. Then shall the young women rejoice
in the dance, and the young men and the old shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I
will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. I will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, says the Lord.
God comes to us in the word.
God comes to us where we are.
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SECOND LESSON
The reading is from the book of Ephesians.

Ephesians 1: 7 - 14

In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the
riches of his grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight he has made known to us
the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the
fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. In Christ we
have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who
accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that we, who were the first to set our
hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you had heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal
of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own
people, to the praise of his glory.
God comes to us in the word.
God comes to us where we are.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
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GOSPEL LESSON
The Gospel according to John, the 1st chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

John 1: 1 - 18

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in
the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing
came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from
God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe
through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world came into
being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own
people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power
to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will
of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory,
the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks
ahead of me because he was before me.’”) From his fullness we have all received, grace upon
grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No
one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made
him known.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON

Pastor Will Johnson
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HYMN OF THE DAY
O Come, All Ye Faithful
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
Born of the virgin Mary,
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
Was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven,
He is seated at the right hand of the Father,
And he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy catholic church,
The communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
The resurrection of the body,
And the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Prayer Response
Hear us O God,
Your mercy is great.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
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EAL
OFFERING OF GIFTS AND MUSIC
We invite you to give online at www.cross-of-christ.org/give or through texting at 1-866-601-2815 with
$(amount).

OFFERING MUSIC
Star Carol

Soli Dei & CCLC Orchestra
John Rutter (from Christmas Festival of Music 2019)

Sing this night, for a boy is born in Bethlehem,
Christ our Lord in a lowly manger lies;
Bring your gifts, come and worship at his cradle,
Hurry to Bethlehem and see the son of Mary!
See his star shining bright
In the sky this Christmas night!
Follow me joyfully;
Hurry to Bethlehem and see the son of Mary!
Angels bright, come from heaven's highest glory,
Bear the news with its message of good cheer:
"Sing, rejoice, for a King is come to save us,
Hurry to Bethlehem to see the son of Mary!"
See, he lies in his mother's tender keeping;
Jesus Christ in her loving arms asleep.
Shepherds poor, come to worship and adore him,
Offer their humble gifts before the son of Mary.
Let us all pay our homage at the manger,
Sing his praise on this joyful Christmas Night;
Christ is come, bringing promise of salvation;
Hurry to Bethlehem and see the son of Mary!
Words and music by John Rutter
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
Gracious God,
you came to us as one unknown,
bringing joy and salvation to the earth.
Nourish us at your banquet table,
that with all who welcome your birth we may proclaim your peace,
revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder
and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision
of your glory, that beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we
cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church one earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn;
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All are welcome at Jesus’ table. He gives of himself in the bread and wine, and invites us to
receive it for the forgiveness of sin. We invite you to share in your homes the sacrament of the
Lord’s table.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: “This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.”
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those
Who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
And the power, and the glory,
Forever and ever. Amen
WORDS OF DISTRIBUTION
Give to one another the bread, “Body of Christ given for you.”
Give to one another the wine, “Blood of Christ shed for you.”
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COMMUNION MUSIC
Unto Us a Child is Born

arr. Gordon Young

BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ bless you and keep you always in God’s
grace.
Amen.
PRAYER
Emmanuel, God with us,
you grace us with life and breath
and give us bread for the journey.
Send us out in service to this world that you love,
telling the amazing news of your coming
as the Savior and Lord of all.
Amen.

ENDING

BENEDICTION
Almighty God,
who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary,
proclaimed joy through the angels,
sent the shepherds with good news,
and led the magi by a star,
bless you this day ☩ through the Word made flesh.
Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN
Jesus, What a Wonderful Child

Proclaim
African American Traditional (from CFOM 2014)

Jesus, Jesus, oh, what a wonderful child.
Jesus, Jesus, so holy, meek, and mild;
new life, new hope the child will bring.
Listen to the angels sing:
"Glory, glory, glory," to the new born king!
Text: African American traditional, alt.

Dismissal
Christ is born!
Go Tell it on the Mountain and everywhere.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
While By My Sheep

Gordon Young
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