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PRELUDE   
Grace Greater Than Our Sin Carol Tornquist 
 
WELCOME 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.  
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
the keeper of the covenant,  
the source of steadfast love,  
our rock and our redeemer.  
Amen.  
 
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ.  
Let us return to the one who is full of compassion.  
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Fountain of living water,  
pour out your mercy over us.  
Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.  
Rebuild what we have ruined  
and mend what we have torn.  
Wash us in your cleansing flood.  
Make us alive in the Spirit  
to follow in the way of Jesus,  
as healers and restorers of the world you so love.  
Amen. 
 
Beloved, God's word never fails.  
The promise rests on grace:  
by the saving love of Jesus Christ,  
the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven,  
and God remembers them no more.  
Journey in the way of Jesus.  
Amen. 
 
 

ATHERING
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OPENING HYMN  
O God, Our Help in Ages Past 
 

 
 
 
GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world and rescued 
us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all our deeds may reflect your 
love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

 
CHILDREN’S SONG 
Down in my heart  
 I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart.  (Where?) 
 Down in my heart. 
 Down in my heart. 
 I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart. (Where?) 
 Down in my heart to stay. 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Pastor Will Johnson 
 
 
 

ORD
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FIRST LESSON Numbers 21: 4-9 
The reading is from the book of Numbers. 
 
From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but the 
people became impatient on the way. The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why 
have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, 
and we detest this miserable food.” Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the people, and 
they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and said, “We have 
sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take away the serpents 
from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a poisonous 
serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” So Moses made 
a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person 
would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 
 
God has been revealed to us in the word.  
Let us wait here and dwell in it. 
 
 
SECOND LESSON Ephesians 2: 1-10 
The reading is from the book of Ephesians. 
 
You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, following the course of 
this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those 
who are disobedient. All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the 
desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. 
 
But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even when we were 
dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been 
saved— and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus, so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your 
own doing; it is the gift of God— not the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are 
what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to 
be our way of life. 
 
God has been revealed to us in the word.  
Let us wait here and dwell in it. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL LESSON John 3: 1-21  
The Gospel according to John, the 3rd chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and 
said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do 
these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell 
you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” Nicodemus said to 
him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the 
mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the 
kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from 
above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know 
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus 
said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and 
yet you do not understand these things? “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and 
testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly 
things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one 
has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just 
as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever 
believes in him may have eternal life. “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. “Indeed, God did not 
send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved 
through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are 
condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this 
is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than 
light because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light,  
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so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is true come to the light, so that 
it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON Pastor Will Johnson 
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HYMN OF THE DAY Proclaim 
Behold the Lamb 
 
Behold the Lamb who bears our sins away 
Slain for us and we remember 
The promise made that all who come in faith 
Find forgiveness at the cross 
So we share in this Bread of Life 
And we drink of His sacrifice 
As a sign of our bonds of peace 
Around the table of the King 
 
The body of our Savior Jesus Christ 
Torn for you eat and remember 
The wounds that heal the death that brings us life 
Paid the price to make us one 
So we share in this Bread of Life 
And we drink of His sacrifice 
As a sign of our bonds of love 
Around the table of the King 
 
The blood that cleanses every stain of sin 
Shed for you drink and remember 
He drained death's cup that all may enter in 
To receive the life of God 
So we share in this Bread of Life 
And we drink of His sacrifice 
As a sign of our bonds of grace 
Around the table of the King 
 
And so with thankfulness and faith we rise 
To respond and to remember 
Our call to follow in the steps of Christ 
As His body here on earth 
As we share in His suffering 
We proclaim Christ will come again 
And we'll join in the feast of heaven 
Around the table of the King 
 
CCLI Song # 5003372 
Keith Getty | Kristyn Getty | Stuart Townend 
• © 2007 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 2257154 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 Born of the virgin Mary, 

Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 And he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 The holy catholic church, 
 The communion of saints, 
 The forgiveness of sins, 
 The resurrection of the body, 
 And the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Prayer Response  
Hear us, O God  
Your mercy is great. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING OF GIFTS AND MUSIC 
We invite you to give online at www.cross-of-christ.org/give or through texting at 1-866-601-2815 with 
$(amount). 
 
 

 
 

EAL
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OFFERING MUSIC Tina Ramey, Kathy Pierce 
I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say text Horatius Bonar, music English folk tune, 
 arr. Andrew Halladay 
I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
"Come unto me and rest; 
lay down, O weary one, lay down 
your head upon my breast." 
I came to Jesus as I was, 
so weary, worn, and sad; 
I found in him a resting-place, 
and he has made me glad. 
 
I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
"Behold, I freely give 
the living water, thirsty one; 
stoop down and drink and live." 
I came to Jesus, and I drank 
of that life-giving stream; 
my thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
and now I live in him. 
 
I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
"I am this dark world's light; 
look unto me, your morn shall rise, 
and all your day be bright." 
I looked to Jesus, and I found 
in him my star, my sun; 
and in that light of life I'll walk 
till trav'ling days are done. 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Faithful God,  
you walk beside us in desert places,  
and you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven.  
Accompany us in this meal,  
that we may pass over from death to life  
with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your 
people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that renewed in the gift 
of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with 
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY  
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All are welcome at Jesus’ table.  He gives of himself in the bread and wine, and invites us to 
receive it for the forgiveness of sin.  We invite you to share in your homes the sacrament of the 
Lord’s table.   
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: “This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 Hallowed be thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done, 
  On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 As we forgive those  
  Who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 And the power, and the glory, 
 Forever and ever. Amen 
  
WORDS OF DISTRIBUTION 
Give to one another the bread, “Body of Christ given for you.”   
Give to one another the wine, “Blood of Christ shed for you.” 
 
COMMUNION MUSIC   
In This Very Room arr. Mark Hayes 
 
BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, bless you and keep you always in God’s 
grace.  Amen. 
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PRAYER 
God of steadfast love,  
at this table you gather together your people into one body for the sake of the world. Send us in 
the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new in Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works,  
chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.  
God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing,  
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.  
Amen. 
  

ENDING
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CLOSING HYMN   
Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery 

 
 

 

 
 
Dismissal  
Go in peace. Joined together in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
Trumpet Piece no. 2 John Alcock 
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