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PRELUDE 
Voluntary William Selby 
 
WELCOME 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.  
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ,  
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new,  
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.  
 
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us  
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,  
like rains to our thirsting earth,  
like streams that revive our souls,  
like cups of cool water shared with strangers.  
 
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.  
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.  
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 
 
Make us one, risen Christ,  
cleanse our hearts,  
shower us with life.  
 
To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 

ATHERING
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OPENING HYMN Rachel Halladay, Andrew Halladay, voices 
 Kathleen Armstrong, trumpet 
 David Wallace, French horn 
 Marilyn Kopperud, piano 
Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing  
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GREETING 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our life in his 
resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
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CHILDREN’S SONG 
Rise and Shine 

Rise and Shine and give God the glory, glory 
Rise and Shine and give God the glory, glory 
Rise and Shine and give God the glory, glory 
Children of the Lord. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Pastor Will Johnson 
 
FIRST READING  Acts 8: 26-40 
A reading from the book of The Acts of the Apostles. 
 
Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes 
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there 
was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of 
her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his 
chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot 
and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you 
understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he 
invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading 
was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he 
does not open his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his 
generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, 
may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” Then Philip 
began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about 
Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, 
here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, 
and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized 
him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch 
saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he 
was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to 
Caesarea. 
 
The Lord is risen! The Word is alive.  
God will meet us on our journey. 
 
 
 

ORD
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SECOND READING  1 John 4: 7-21 
A reading from the book of 1 John. 
 
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God 
and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God’s love was 
revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through 
him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No 
one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. By 
this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 
 
And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. God 
abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have 
known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in love abide 
in God, and God abides in them. 
 
Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, 
because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; 
for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love 
because he first loved us. Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; 
for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they 
have not seen. The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their 
brothers and sisters also. 
 
The Lord is risen! The Word is alive.  
God will meet us on our journey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
GOSPEL LESSON John 15: 1-8 
The Gospel according to the Gospel of John, the 15th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
”I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch in me that bears 
no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been 
cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch 
cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I 
am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because 
apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch 
and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and 
my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is 
glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. 
 
The Lord is risen! The Word is alive.  
God will meet us on our journey. 
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SERMON Pastor Will Johnson 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  
Hail to the Lord’s Annointed  
 

 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Prayer Response  
Hear us, O God  
Your mercy is great. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the risen Lord be with you always 
And also with you. 
 

 
 
 
 
OFFERING OF GIFTS AND MUSIC 
We invite you to give online at www.cross-of-christ.org/give or through texting at 1-866-601-2815 with 
$(amount). 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC Proclaim 
Glorious Day Kristian Stanfill, Jonathan Smith, Jason Ingram, Sean Curran 
 
I was buried beneath my shame 
Who could carry that kind of weight 
It was my tomb 'til I met You 
 
I was breathing but not alive 
All my failures I tried to hide 
It was my tomb 'til I met You 
 
('Cause when) You called my name (and) 
I ran out of that grave 
Out of the darkness into Your glorious day 
You called my name (and) I ran out of that grave 
Out of the darkness into Your glorious day 
 
Now Your mercy has saved my soul 
Now Your freedom is all that I know 
The old made new Jesus when I met You 
 
CCLI Song # 7081388 
Jason Ingram | Jonathan Smith | Kristian Stanfill | Sean Curran 
• © 2017 Kristian Stanfill Publishing Designee (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
• sixsteps Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
• sixsteps Songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
• Sounds Of Jericho (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
• Worship Together Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
• worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
• Fellow Ships Music (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) 
• Hickory Bill Doc (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) 
• So Essential Tunes (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 2257154 

EAL
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
God of love, you call us beloved children  
and welcome us to your table.  
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.  
Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world;  
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus 
Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed 
death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and 
all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels 
and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY  

 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All are welcome at Jesus’ table.  He gives of himself in the bread and wine, and invites us to 
receive it for the forgiveness of sin.   
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: “This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 Hallowed be thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done, 
  On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 As we forgive those  
  Who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 And the power, and the glory, 
 Forever and ever. Amen 
 
WORDS OF DISTRIBUTION 
Give to one another the bread, “Body of Christ given for you.”   
Give to one another the wine, “Blood of Christ shed for you.” 
 
BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ bless you and keep you always in 
God’s grace.  Amen. 
 
PRAYER 
Wellspring of joy,  
through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.  
Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses,  
that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 
May our glorious God, grant you a spirit of wisdom  
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.  
The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,  
bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
LITANY OF FAREWELL 
 
Dawn Miller, Council President 
Pastor Will Johnson, on September 23, 2018 we called you to be our pastor: to proclaim God’s 
Word, to baptize new members into the Church of Jesus Christ, to announce God’s forgiveness 
to us, and to preside at our celebration of the Lord’s Supper.  With the Gospel, you have comforted 
us in times of sickness and trouble, and at the death of our loved ones.  Sharing our joys and 
sorrows, you have been important to our life together in the Church of Jesus Christ and in our 
service to this community.  
 
You have served our congregation faithfully.  As your fellow members of this congregation, we 
wish to honor your ministry among us and bid you farewell and Godspeed in your new endeavor, 
bring closure to your ministry at Cross of Christ Lutheran Church. 
 
Pastor:  I thank you, the people of Cross of Christ Lutheran Church, both members and 
friends, for the love, the kindness, and the support shown to me during my active ministry among 
you.  I thank you for accepting my leadership.  I recall with joy the many things we have been 
able to accomplish together, and with sadness the things we were not able to do.  I ask your 
understanding and your forgiveness of the mistakes I have made and for the time I may have let 
you down.   
 
Congregation:  We receive your thankfulness for the ministry you have offered us in the 
time we have shared.   We offer you our forgiveness and accept that you now leave our 
congregation.  We express our gratitude for your time among us.  We ask forgiveness for 
the ways we have sinned against you.  Your influence on our faith and faithfulness will not 
leave us at your departure.  
 
Pastor:  I forgive you your failures, as Christ has forgiven me, and graciously accept your 
gratitude, trusting that our time together and our parting are pleasing to the Christ we are called 
to serve.  
 
 
 

ENDING



17 
 

Leader:   Do you, the members and friends of Cross of Christ Lutheran Church, now release 
Pastor Will Johnson, from the duties as your pastor? 
 
Congregation:  We do, with the help of God. 
 
Leader:  Do you, Pastor Will, release Cross of Christ Lutheran Church from turning to you and 
relying on you to serve them as Pastor? 
 
Pastor:  I do, with the help of God.  
 
Leader:  Do you, Pastor Will, offer your encouragement for the continued ministry here at 
Cross of Christ Lutheran Church? 
 
Pastor:  I do, with the help of God. 
 
Leader:  Let us pray. 
O God of all creation, whose love for all is trustworthy and true, help each of us to trust the future 
which rests in your care.  During our time together we have experienced laughter and tears, hopes 
and disappointments.  Guide us as we carry these cherished memories with us in new directions 
until that time when we are completely one with you and with one another.  In the name of Jesus 
Christ, we pray.   
Amen.  
 
Leader:  Go now, Pastor Will, with our blessing, surrounded by our love and led by the promises 
of God, the presence of Christ Jesus, and the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen! 
 
CLOSING HYMN Proclaim 
Oh Happy Day Edwin R. Hawkins 
 
Oh, happy day (Oh, happy day) 
Oh, happy day (Oh, happy day) 
When Jesus washed (When Jesus washed) 
Oh, when He washed (When Jesus washed) 
When Jesus washed (When Jesus washed) 
He washed my sins away (Oh, happy day) 
Oh, happy day (Oh, happy day) 
 
He taught me how 
To watch and fight and pray 
And live rejoicing everyday 
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SENDING 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE 
Toccata in e minor Johann Pachelbel 
 
WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 
Assisting Minister Dawn Miller 
 
PASTORS AND STAFF 
Lead Pastor  Kathleen Armstrong  
Pastor of Congregational Ministries  Will Johnson  
Minister of Music  Andrew Halladay 
Director of Youth Ministry  Laura Anderson  
Director of Children’s Ministry  Amy Pallas  
Congregational Life Coordinator Whitney Gillies 
Pianist/Organist  Marilyn Kopperud  
Audio & Visual Ministers  Scott Elvington & Rick Bobbitt  
Financial Secretary  Nikki Leverone  
Office Administrator Jessica Hess  
VBS Coordinator  Natalie Flowers  
Preschool/Kindergarten Director  Amy Goodmanson  
Cross of Christ Music Academy Director Andrew Halladay 


