An Automated External Defibrillator (AED) is mounted on the right (north) side of
the main hallway, just before the restrooms.
Prayer Requests may be phoned to the church office (303-469-4004), emailed to
churchoffice@cross-of-christ.org, or put in the prayer box located at the Welcome
Center. Our Prayer Team is made up of people who are dedicated to pray for
others.
Children’s Worship bags (Take & Keep) are available for families and can be
found on the south wall in the narthex.
Mobile Giving is available via the Give Plus Church app on your iPhone or Android
device. Giving by text is also available. Text your dollar amount to 1-866-601-2815.
Please include a dollar sign before the amount (ex. $50).
Online Giving is available www.cross-of-christ.org/give

The pastors and assisting minister will read the normal print.
Congregation responds with bold print.

PRELUDE
Voluntary Prelude

John Stanley

WELCOME
BLESSING OF THE HANDS LITANY
As we live in community with God and one another,
May our hands be instruments of peace and love.
For those who are in need of warmth and food,
May our hands prepare quilts and a banquet.
When a stranger is in our midst,
May our hands extend a welcome.
For the teaching and instruction of all people,
May our hands be in the Word of God.
When injustice is in the world and in our communities,
May our hands write letters and peacefully join others.
In times of sorrow, sickness and great suffering,
May our hands embrace the broken and offer prayers.
For those who are in need of physical structures,
May our hands build homes, schools, and wells.
God, receive the work of our hands. May we serve generously, lovingly, and faithfully.
Amen.

OPENING HYMN
God’s Work, Our Hands Lauren Elvington and Pastor Kathy, Trumpet

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE

HYMN OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, through grace and mercy you bring forth our salvation, and by the glory of
the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may
turn from temptation, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen.

READING

Romans 5: 1 - 5

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans.
Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this
grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of
God. And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that
suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and
character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that
has been given to us.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S TIME (9:00AM)
Children’s Gathering Song
Jesus Loves Me
Anna B. Warner, William B.
Bradbury
Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so;
Little ones to Him belong, they are weak, but He is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me,
Yes Jesus loves me,
Yes, Jesus loves me,
The Bible tells me so.
Children’s Message

Pastor Kathleen Armstrong & Thomas

Children’s Church
Children may follow the children’s church leader to the Fellowship Hall. They will
return during the Hymn of the Day.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL LESSON

John 3: 1 - 17
rd

The Gospel according to St. John, the 3 chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He
came to Jesus by night and said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do
apart from the presence of God.’ Jesus answered him, ‘Very truly, I tell you,
no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from
above.’ Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can anyone be born after having
grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be
born?’ Jesus answered, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom
of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is
flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said
to you, “You must be born from above.” The wind blows where it chooses,
and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or
where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.’ Nicodemus
said to him, ‘How can these things be?’ Jesus answered him, ‘Are you a
teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?
‘Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have
seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly
things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about
heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that
whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but
in order that the world might be saved through him.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

Pastor Kathleen Armstrong

HYMN OF THE DAY
For by Grace You Have Been Saved

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Prayer Response
God of Love we pray,
Hear us when we call.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The sign of Peace is not the same as saying “hello” to our neighbors. Rather, the
Peace of Christ is a sign of forgiveness and love we receive in Holy Communion
and our hope to be able to share that with each other in this community.
The peace of the Lord be with you always
And also with you.

OFFERING OF GIFTS AND MUSIC
Children are invited to come forward with their offering and place it in the basket
in front of the altar while the offering plates are being passed.

OFFERTORY MUSIC
Here I Am, Lord

Soli Dei Choir

Schutte /

Courtney

OFFERTORY PRAYER
God of Abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to
rain from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with
the offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You so loved the world that you
gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not parish but
have eternal life. We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us
your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to all to drink,
saying “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.”
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink of this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes. Remembering his life-giving passion and death, his
glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we
give thanks to You, and ask that we may be formed to live as your holy people.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All are welcome at Jesus’ table. He gives of himself in the bread and wine, and
invites us to receive it for the forgiveness of sin. Please form two lines in the aisle
as you come forward. Grape juice is available in the center of each tray of
communion glasses for those who desire it; and gluten-free wafers are available
from those serving. Pre-packaged communion is available up front for those who
desire that option. If you need Communion brought to you, please tell an usher.
Children and adults who would like a blessing instead of receiving Communion,
please indicate this by crossing your hands over your chest.

During Communion we ask that you bring your leaves up and hang them on one
of our tree branches.

LAMB OF GOD

COMMUNION HYMN
To Be Your Presence

BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ bless you and keep you
always in God’s grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into
a feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shourts of joy, bearing
witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

AFFIRMATION OF SERVICE

Sisters and Brothers in Christ, God is at work. God is working through us, in us,
and by our hands. Will you look to Jesus, who frees us from a service of sin and
death, as our example in freely serving others with our hands in love,
compassion, and humility?
We will, and we ask God to help us.

PRAYER OF COMMITMENT
Into your hands, almighty God.,we place ourselves: our minds to know you, our
hearts to love you, our wills to serve you, for we are yours. Into your hands,
incarnate Savior, we place ourselves: receive us and draw us after you, that we
may follow your steps; abide in us and enliven us by power of your indwelling.
Amen.

BENEDICTION
People of God, you are Christ's body. briging new life to a suffering world.
The Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN
Take My Life, That I May BeLauren Elvington and Pastor Kathy, Trumpet
Tim Armstrong, Percussion

SENDING

Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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